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Be safe Respect our road

workers

Millions of people use motorways
every day. Make sure you consider
how the decisions you make on
your journey affect others.

Road workers rely on drivers
following speed limits and other
signs to help keep them safe.
Speed limits in roadworks are
also there for your own safety.

Don'’t risk it
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Visit us online at

www.highways.gov.uk/smartmotorways

All mandatory speed limits are
enforced by police, as is the
national speed limit of 70mph
when no speeds are shown.
If you break the speed limits
you will be caught.


http://www.highways.gov.uk/smartmotorways

Know your smart motorways

Controlled motorway — these use variable speed limits

Controlled motorways have three or more lanes with variable
speed limits. The hard shoulder is separated from live lanes by a
solid white line and should only be used in a genuine emergency.

All lane running — there is no hard shoulder

There is no hard shoulder on these sections of motorway. Obey
variable speed limits and do not stop on the motorway. If you need
to stop in an emergency, use an emergency refuge area, motorway

service area or leave at the next junction.

Hard shoulder running — hard shoulder is open to
traffic at busy times

The hard shoulder will be opened at busy times and the speed
limit will be reduced. Do not use the hard shoulder unless
overhead signs show that you can do so.

Red

A red % symbol on a gantry o Ared &%, sign on an gantry
sign over the motorway sign at the side of the motorway

We use a red symbol to show that a lane is closed because of
an incident or people working on the road. Driving in a lane with a
red symbol is dangerous and drivers must not use it.




If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England
information, please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.
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visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew,
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If you have any enquiries about this publication
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Please quote the Highways England publications code PR36/15.

Highways England creative job number S150152.

*Calls to 03 numbers cost no more than a national rate call to an 01 or 02
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and 02 calls. These rules apply to calls from any type of line including mobile,

BT, other fixed line or payphone. Calls may be recorded or monitored.
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